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CO-ORDINATION OF iFFORT 








One of the problems which has to be faced by your 
Editor is that the amount of material available far 
exceeds the space in which it has to be published. 

A tentative solution has been found in publishing 
certain articles in our sister journals rather than 
that they should be omitted completely. 

For example details about the reported eruption 
in one of the Lunar craters, together with a map, are 
given in the current URANUS, in which much new astrono- 
mical data is being published. 

In NW WORLD ANTIQUITY we hope to publish the com- 
plete translation of Professor Kovalevski's paper on 
the Argonauts together with maps, simply because there 
is no chance of its going in ATLANTIS for months. The 
only delaying factor is the translation, but this should 
be finished soon. 

We have recently published in PZNDULUM — Nii 
FRONTIERS, two articles on the Duranton Theory of 
Negativity as applied to our Planetary System, and also 
@ couple on Professor Allais' new Paraconic Pendulum 
which he is using to determine the movements of the 
Earthe 

At the moment, in every field much useful and 
inspiring work is being done, research seems to have 
left the Doldrums of the first post war years. We 


expect to cover most of what is RAGPRE INS in the four 
journals. 





We would like to wish 
a Merry Christmas 
and 
a Happy and Prosperous New Year 
to all our readers in many lands. 
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THE PHAZTHON MYTH - A METEORITIC CATASTROPHE? 
by Professor Dr. S.A. Kovalevski 





4. Ovid in his “Metamorphoses” has brought to us 
the following story: 

"Phaethon was the son of Helios (or Pheobus) the 
Sun god, by Clymene (a) of Lybia. After many entreaties 
his father gave him permission to drive the Chariot of 
the Sun with the turbulent wild horses which his sisters 
(bo) had harnessed for him. However he quickly lost con— 
trol of his steeds, and after travelling so high that 
everybody was frozen he came too near the earth and set 
it on fire. Lybia was parched, Africa set ablaze, 
vegetation destroyed, and the intense heat turned the 
inhabitants from white to black. Zeus killed Phaethon 
With a thunderbolt and his body fell into the River 
Zridanus (c) where it was found and buried by his 
mother and his three sisters (d) who, unable to tear 
themselves away took root there and their tears, 
hardened by the sun in his wrath became lumps of amber 
with which all women love to adorn themselves." 

2. Another version says that the body was discovered 
by the daughters of Hesperis: Hespere, Aegle and Erytheis, 
and interred until the arrival of his mother and sisters. 

3. Herodotus writes of "A river, to which the bar— 
barians give the name of Eridanus, emptying itself into 
the Northern Sea, whence, as the tale goes, Amber is 
procured." In this case the barbarians were more cor= 
rect than the "Father of History", as there is such a 
river in Northern Europe and it is named the Duna. In 
subsequent centuries a whole row of authors have given 
various details on the matter, all insisting that the 
word "don" came into the name. 

4. The fourth century BC saw the voyage of Pytheas 
of Massalia round Britain and to Northern Europe. He 
declared that “Amber was washed up by the sea near to 
the Isle of Abalus at the mouth of the estuary of the 
Metonomen Jstuary in Northern Germania, on a river named 
the Tanais. Strabo argued that the Tanais meant the 
Don which flows into the Sea of Azof. 
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5. Later Claudius Ptolemy the Geographer placed a 
river named the "Ru-Don" where Herodotus put the Eridanus 
and Pytheas the Tanais. In the th and 5th centuries 
geographers put the Ru-Don in the Gulf of Riga, where 
the Duna enters the sea. 

6. All these sources site the Phaethon Myth as 
being in the neighbourhood of the mouth of the Duna 
and the Baltic Sea. 

7. Plato in the "Timaeus" refers to the discussion 
on history between Solon and Psonchis, the High Priest 
of Sais, during the course of which the latter observed 
that the story of Phatheon had the form of a myth but 
in reality referred to: "A deviation from their courses 
of the bodies moving around the Earth and in the heavens, 
and a great conflagration of things on Earth recurring at 
long intervals of time." Some, however, consider that 
Psonchis was emphasising the meteoric origin of the myth 
of Phaethon, in that the whole story referred to the 
falling of a large meteor. 

8. The largest meteor of our time fell in 1907 at 
Tungussien in Siberia. It was referred to by the natives 
of the district as a “Ship of the Gods from the skies." 
According to the account of L.A.Kulik, who visited the 
site some time later, the general opinion was that: 
"From the skies something fell in the forest, which 
caught fire... and over a thousand reindeer were burnt 
to death." 

9. Another version from Ewenk Lutschetkan says: 
“There came a flying fiery object which fell in the 
woods, reindeer and grain stores were destroyed. Then 
they went to seek for survivorse They found the bones 
of a few reindeer but nothing else. Everything else: 
Clothes, Tools, Snow shoes, Utensils, Harness, Samovars, 
except a few Kettles and Buckets, was destroyed." 

10. It is unnecessary to give further details of 
the effect on the local populace of the fall of such 
a large meteor. However both in the account of the High 
Priest and in that of the Tungussen investigators, there 
is evidence of the large size of the meteor. 

41. ‘ie also have to ascertain what disturbance to 
the lives of the inhabitants would be brought about by a 
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falling: meteoric body. Of the meteoric craters in exist- 
ence perhaps that in Arizona is the largeste The Red 
Indians have myths about it resembling that of Phaethon. 
In one, the Fire god came to earth in the crater, which 
is now 174 metres deep and 1207 metres in diameter. As, 
however, this meteorite fell in the desert the effect on 
the lives of mankind was not so severe as in the case 

of that recounted in the Phaethon Myth by Ovid. 

142. However in 1927 I.A.Reinwald discovered a 
“Phaethm relic" at Kaaliarw, in the Estonian island of 
saarema, in the Gulf of Riga. The Eridanus Estuary of 
the old legends where he found seven craters ranging from 
410 metres to 16 metres in diameter. Continuing the re- 
search at his own expense he also found in them splinters 
of pure meteoric iron which confirm their nature. He 
persuaded his fellow citizens to establish a museum in 
Kaalarw, on which he made the following note: 

43. “Kaalarw has been known for a long while to its 
friends and is being visited every year not only by 
scientists but also by many tourists. Until now they 
have unfortunately not. been aware that they have seen the 
only site in urope where meteoric craters are still in 
existence. This must be part of the factual basis of 
the Phaethon myth, now the problem is to discover where 
the main body of the meteorite fell. 

44. Reinwald discovered that the area of the craters 
is built up of silurian dolomites “which come through a 
sand coloured quarternary overlay. In the craters the 
evidence of odd pieces and debris that penetrated the 
soil and become mixed with the materials from the glacial 
moraines and with the dolomite as a result of the crash 
of the meteorite in post glacial times. He also dis- 
covered in the funnel of the crater pieces of charcoal 
of up to 6cm in size, which may well have been the burn- 
ing embers of the body discovered by the Hesperides. 

145. The layers of 10 to 20 centimetres on the edges 
of the craters show the great antiquity of its creation. 
There is no indication as to the absolute age of the 
craters at Kaalarw, this information can only be garnered 
from myth. 

46. From the account of the Egyptian High Priest 
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Psonchis as given to Solon in the 6th Century BC, and 
told later by Plato, we hear more of this myth lost in 
the darkness of time. According to this Phaethon was the 
son of Helios the Sun god and of the Nereid Clymene.e In 
the "Theogony" of Hesiod, it is told that Helios had a 
son by a sister of Clymene named Perseis. The boy was 
named Ae&tes, and (e) he ruled in Colchis, and must, 
therefore, have been the half brother of Phaethon. 

147. This would make the two heroes contemporary. 
The name ofAcétes occurs in several of the Homeric Epics, , 
such as the Odessy, the story of Phrixus and Helie, the 
Argonauts, etc, all of which date to about the middle 
of the second millenia BC. Thanks to this we can give 
an approximate date to the falling star which was im- 
mortalised as Phaethon. 


Notes by translator 





a. Clymene was also known both as "Rhode" and as 
"Prote", the names of her daughters. 
be The other sisters were called Phaethusa, Aegle and 
Lampetia. 
Ce The Po, the name usually given to the Eridanus was 
one of the terminal stations of the Amber Routes 
from the North. . However it has also been suggested 
that a river to the West of Danzig called the 
Radaune, might be that referred to. 
d. . One of Phaethon's brothers was a famous astronomere ; 
ee. According to.Eumelus who says “The realm of fair 
built Ephyra to Ae&tes fell ..... But he went to 
Colchis." —- 





ODYSSEUS, THE ARGONAUTS, AND ATLANTIS 
by N.The Zhirove 
Part Ir (Conclusion) 











The Eastern and Northern parts of the voyage of 
Odysseus are of no less interest for the Atlantis prob- | 
lem because it is linked both with the expansion of the ' 
early Western maritime peoples from the West to the ast 














LAND AND SEA ROUTES 
in use at the time 
of the ARGONAUTS 














concluded from page 19 

Bo. This does not imply that the Carthaginians were the 
first discoverers, merely the inheritors of a trading 
link that may have gone on from time immemorial. Many 
of the Greek legends seem to refer to Avlantic voyages. 








References: 
Rendel Harris Maeldune. Cambridge 1931 
do. St.Kilda, the Azores and Brazil 


Island, do. do. 
Little,Dr.George A. Brendan the Navigator, Dublin 1945 
Sykes, E. Personal notes. 
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of the Mediterranean and with the final stages of the 
existence of Atlantis. The Argonauts seemed to have used 
the same route as Odysseus, as had many before hime 
A most interesting point in the “Odyssey” is where 
it speaks of the dances of the goddess Ios when the 
heroes are unable to find the Cardinal Points. This 
might be explained by their having got so far north 
that they saw the Aurora Borealis, in the region of 
either the Baltic or the White Seas. The story of Homer 
is confused because by his time much of the Minoan geo- ‘ 
graphical data was forgotten (11). The story of the 
Argonauts gives more definite information as it is 
older than that of the Odyssey. y 
A reasonable and probable explanation of the route 
of the Argonauts is given by S.A.Kovalevski (12) who 
suggests that it was via the Black Sea (Pontus), the Sea 
of Azof (Meotis), the Manytch (Phasis), to the Caspian 
Sea, the Volga (Ra-Istrus), the Morimarusu Sea (near the 
great bend in the Volga), the Baltic Sea. After careful 
study of the earliest writings on the subject Professor 
Kovalewski considers that the Phanasis river was not the 
Rion but the Manytch, and that the 'Nile' of Hecataeus 
was identical with the ‘Istrus' of Appolodorus and also 
with the 'Ra-Volga'. He observed that Argenautica Orphica, 
written in the 4th Century BC, says that tne Argonauts 
Sailed through the Rhipaean Gorge (now the Zhiguli Gorge) 
and afterwards through the Morimarusa (Cronian Water) or 
"Dead Sea,’ which he considers may have been a post 
glacial lake on the Upper Volga. He also quotes Hermius 
Zosimus,5th Century BC, as saying that the heroes portaged 4. 
their ship from the Aquila (Northern River) to the 
Sridanus (Duna?) River. 
In his study of the geology of the area 5.A.Yakovilev 
(13) wrote that in the region of the Maria Canal water 
system, there was a large lake in post glacial times which 
also included Lake Ladoga and Lake Onega.e. Nowadays the 
central portion of this has shrunk to the small White Lake. 
It is of interest to note that in the time of the 
Argonauts the Bosvhorus was very dangerous for navigation, 
the strong current from the Black Sea dashing the craft 
of the early sailor against the rocks. This is the basis 
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of the myth about the Symplegades Rocks. W. Strahov in 
his Geological History of the Black Sea says that about 
5000 years ago there were great tectonic movements and 
earthquakes in this region, and that afterwards the 
waters of the Mediterranean forced their way in through 
the Bosphorous to the brackish waters of the Bleck Sea, 
causing the return current to the Mediterranean to stop 
and "chaining" the Symplegades Rocks. 

It is very probable that this great catastrophe was 
bounded with the rise of some parts of the Aegean Sea, 
this being the origin of the Samothracian Deluge story. 

However as the voyage of the Argo occurred before 
the Symplegades Rocks had been chained, it cannot have 
been later than the 3rd or kth millenia BC. In view of 
the Greek tradition that the voyage of Ulyeses took place 
later, this must have occurred in the 3rd millenia BC, 
at the time of the Old Minoan Kingdom and of the ex-= 
pansion of the megalith builders from the shores of the 
Atlantic to the Black Sea, where there are dolmens at 
Genendgik near Novorossisk. These peoples, the dolmen 
builders, are linked by Poisson with Atlantis (15). 

It is possible that the eastern expansion of the 
marine peoples is linked with the "Fatianovo" culture 
near the Yaroslav (16) which existed between 3000 and 
2000 BC. The enigma here is that graves only were dis- 
covered but no stones. It is supposed that the people 
of this culture came from afar, possibly from the South, 
and diffused afterwards into Sweden and Denmark. There 
is no record of the preceding evolution of this culture 
(47). However the very existence of this culture shows 
that the ancient way of the Argonauts and of the Odyssey 
was not only a route for individual heroes but also for 
whole peoples. 


Literature 





41) J.O.Thomson - History of ancient geography, Cambridge 
1948, Russian translation, Moscow 1953, page 53. 

42) S.A.Kovalevski - The historical geography of the 
Russian Plain (The geography of the Argonauts), 
Papers of the Crimean section of the Geographical 
Society of the USSR,1957,No.4 page 51-64 (in Russian). 








10 


43) S.A.Yakovlev - On the boundary between the basins 
of the Baltic and of the Upper Volga in the post- 
lacial time, "Priroda" (Nature) 1928, No.I page 82. 
In Russian). 
44.) W.Strahov - The last pages of the history of the 
Black Sea, “Priroda" (Nature) 1930, Nos.11-12 pages 
4090-1107. (In Russian). 
45) GPoisson - L'Atlantide devant la science, Paris 
1945, pages 170-4. 
46) A.WeArzihovski - Introduction to archaeology, 3rd 
ede, Moscow 1947, page 71. (In Russian.) ? 
17) W.Titov - The question of the origin of the 
Fatianovo Culture, "Vestnik Drevnei Istorii" (In 
Russian), 1954, No. I, pages 187-8. 


i 





GUANCHi MUMMIES 
by Jean Gattefosse 











Some thirty years ago I published, in collaboration 
with the botanist Emile Jahandiez, a paper entitled: 
"The possible Atlantean Origin of Chenopodium Ambrosioides 
Le"(1) an aromatic plant cultivated for the treatment of 
Anklystoma duodenale, an intestinal parasite, with 
ascaridol. 

In addition to the phytogeographical considerations 
mentioned in the article, I have also managed to turn up 


some important bibliographical references which are of ) 
considerable importance for the Atlantologist. 
A. Correspondence of De Broussonet with Alexander ) 


vol Humbolt (2): 

“I have opened up a large number of Guanche mummies; 
it seemed that they had all been filled partly with 
various aromatic planws, among which I recognise 
Chenopodium Auwbrosioides." Letter of 10th April, 1806. 

B. According to the traveller Paul Marcoy, this 
plent was employed for Inca period mummies in Peru(3): 

"Two couches cut in basalt rock hollowed out, bore 
the secular murmiies which had been preserved in a con- 


dition to cause despair to all embalmers since the time 
of Rameses." 
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“After having been first washed by the Taricheutes, 
opened and dried by the Paraschists, and embalmed by the 
Colychytes with Styrax Benzoin and Chenopodium Ambrosioi- 
des from the hot valleys, these personages in bandages, 
painted with the colours of life and health, were of 
such a striking truth that one would have said that the 
blood was still circulating beneath their parchment 
epidermis?" 

I think that these two extracts should be included 
in the bibliography of Atlantis if only by reason of the 
scientific standing of their authors. 

In addition they fit in very well with the ideas of 
the late Sir Grafton Elliot Smith on the analogies between 
the Guanche technique of mummification and that employed 
by the Pharonic Egyptians, to which can be added the 
Inca or pre Inca technique of Americae He says(l.) quot- 
ing Miss Haigh, (5) quoting from Bory de St.Vincent (6): 

"When any person died, they preserved the body in 
this manner: first, they carried it to a cave and 
stretched it on a flat stone, opened it and took out the 
bowels; then twice a day they washed the porous parts 
of the body with salt and water; afterwards they anointed 
it with a composition of sheeps butter mixed with a 
powder made from the dust of decayed pine trees, and a 
sort of brushwood called Bressos, together with powdered 
pumice stone, and then dried it in the sun for fifteen 
days. 

The details suggest the technique of the 21st 
(Zgyptian) Dynasty. 

The possible Atlantean origin not only of this 
technique but also of Chenopodium Ambrosioides should 
be carefully considered by all Atlantologs. 


Notes by Editor Bailly({7) says: 

“The Guanches have a secret for embalming, like the 
Egypt ians. = 

In a book published in London in 1887, the authoress 
(8) says that in the Museun at Teroconte she was shown: 

"A mummy there which I was told was Guanche tut it 
was only Peruvian. The figure was in a doubled up 
position, sitting with the knees to the chin, as mummies 
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have never been found in the Canary Islands.’ 


Bibliography 





4) R.Gattefosse & &.Jahandiez in "La Parfumerie Moderne", 
Vol.13, pages 98/9. Lyons 19214. 

2) Correspondence of Brussonet with Alexander Humbolt on 
the subject of the Natural History of the Canary 
Islands, published by CeRoumeguere in the Memoirs of 
the Cherbourg Natural History Society, 187. 

3) “Voyage dans la Region de Tticaca et dans les Vallees 
de 1'ist du Bas-Perou". P.Marcoy in "Le Tour du Monde" 
Vol.33, page 270, Paris 1877. 

4) "The Migration of Early Cultures", Sir Grafton Elliot 
Smithe Manchester 1915. 

5) Account by Miss Haigh in the Transactions of the 
Ethnological Society, New Series, Vol.7, 1869, pe112- 

6) "Les Isles Fortunees" by Bory de St.Vincent, Paris 
An XI (1803). 

i} "Lettres sur 1'Atlantide", Paris 1779. 

8) "Teneriffe and its Six Satellites" by Olivia M.Stone. 
London 1887. pli. 








BYRON KUHN DE PROROK 








Both Eileen Garrett in New York and Jean Gattefosse 
in Ain-Us-Sebaa have responded to my request for infor-= 
mation on this enigmatic personage. 

According to Gattefosse, some 20 years Ag, Prorok 
was seeking Cerne the Atlantean city of Rio d’Oro - 
where Jerne has now been dug up by J.Cropino. The 
expedition was largely financed by a rich American 
named Stanley, whose yacht was to sail from Bordeaux to 
pick up Prorok, Stanley, Gattefosse and a certain Madame 
de Jouvenal, and also Henri Mager the famous French 
radiesthesist. 

However Italy declared war on Abyssinia, the yacht 
was hurriedly converted and handed over to the Red Cross 
to carry medical stores, and set sail with Prorok on 
board. Since then Gattefosse has heard nothing of any 
of them, although there was a note in No.57 of the French 
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"ATLANTIS" edited by Paul de Cour, copies of which are 
no longer available. 

The tomb of Antinea (Ti n'Inan) which Prorok dis- 
covered in the Hoggar is said to have been published by 
the University of Algiers, possibly by Regasse and his 
fellow workerse 

The story is continued by Hileen J.Garrett who tells 
me that Prorok died suddenly about five years ago. His 
wife, who had lived in Florida, was of Swiss nationality 
and had’ a mother who lived in Parise 

He must have left many manuscripts, Eileen Garrett 
published his "Dead Men do tell Tales" when she was run-= 
ning the Creative Age Presse 

That is as far as we have managed to get fox the 
moment, may I express my gratitude to both my informants. 





{ NEWS FROM MR. GOUVIEVA | 





On November the 15th Mr.Gouvieva and his team were 
expected to be again in Miami making arrangements for 
their next expedition to the Bahamase He continues as 
follows: 

"It is hoped that fair weather will favour us this 
time. On the last trip the wind and sea cost us a month's 
delay. At that time 55 mm colour slides of the sea 
bottom were taken. Besides the step which we raised 
there were many similar ones but our efforts to free and 
raise some of the more interesting shapes failed. They 
were much too large and too deeply embedded in the sea 
bottom to lift off. At the most critical moment my air 
tank became empty and I was forced to surface, leaving 
pontoons and gear in place for another effort. The 
conditions were unsatisfactory for diving the sea being 
too rough. 

“Through the pages of ATLANTIS I would like to 
commend Lr. Zhirov of Moscow for his remarkeble scient= ~ 
ific deductions on the Atlantis question. His reasoning 
is, no doubt, inspired by the Lord from whom comes all 
wisdom and truth. 


‘hen the results of our mitual efforts in the 








14 


Bahamas are completed (in the near future) men like Dr. 
Zhirov ana yourself will be recorded in history as the 
pioneers of Atlantis. pout that I am sure." 








A LETTER FROM MRS. AMY MYDDELTON | 





ir. Carr-Gomm's contribution to this month's 
‘Atlantis’ has reminded me of an upright object outside 
our village church at Jalkeringham, Notts. I can't 
quite remember what it looked like but it was an object 
of superstition - I was told, as a small girl “If you 
run around that stone so many times"(I forget the number) 
"the Devil will appear”. And I remember running round 
and round but most disappointingly the apparition 
failed to arrive. If anybody interested lives near 
enough to verify this, I should be most interested. 
After sixty years of course it may have been taken away. 
Not more than or 5 feet high, I think it was first in 
front of the church door. 

Yours with kindest regards and many thanks for 
hours of interest. 

I have just remembered another thing - a small V 
shaped gap in the hills five miles away across the Trent - 
my father used to watch for a certain day when the sun 


rose exactly in the gap. But he said nothing about pre- 
history. 





EAST AFRICA AND THs PAST 





Patrick Creighton, who lives in Nairobi, has during 
recent months, mace many explorations in and around the 
Rift Valley. He writes: 

"The Njorowa Gorge, south of Lake Naivasha, impressed 
me by its sheer size and vertical cliff sides which must 

have been carved out by a sheet volume of water. The flow 
- is established as being North to South and must have been 
repeated at intervals as shown by the sedimentary deposits 
of earlier flows. In my view this is not consistent with 
a gentle overflow of Lake Naivasha due to melting glaciers. 
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"I hope to visit Lake Basingo soon and to give you 
my impressions: this lies at the Northern end of the 
ancient enigmatic Lake Kamasia, of which S.M.Cole says 
in the “Geology of Kenya": 

'To account for the existence of Lake Kamasia is a 
rather difficult matter because the centre of it - 
the present Lake - is the highest point (6700 ft) 
while its ends at Lakes Rudolf and Magadi are some 
4000 feet lower. Dr. Leakey assumes that the whole 
of the Central Area has been uplifted since Middle 
Pleistocine Times. This would account for the fact 
that the Abadares, which are at present over 10,000 
feet, show no signs of having had an ice cap during 
the Lower Pleistocine, whereas the other E.African 
Mountains seem to have been glaciated down to 
10,000 feet at the time. ....... 
The South end of the ancient lake, at Lake Magadi, is 
the biggest source of sesquicarbinate of soda in the 
world, and is being replaced more rapidly than it is 
being mined by ICI. Could the richness in soda be 
explained by the evaporation of sea water?" 





L'ATLANTIDE QUARTINAIRE 








Alfonso d'Ascanio, writing from Tenerife, mentions 
that he is now in course of preparing a book on the 
Atlantis of Plato which will complete and supplement 
the work published in 1926 by his father under the title 
of “L'Atlantide Quartinaire". 

The thesis of the book will be to prove that the 
Canary Islands, Madiera and the Azores are remains of the 
Atlantic Island described by Plato as lying between the 
Columns of Hercules and the American Continent. 

The work will include a chapter on the pyramids of 
Teothituachan Mexico which form a contact point between 
the Aztec culture and that of Egypt, a fact which is 
proved by the archaeological, religious and linguistic 
remains discoverede 

Senor d'Ascaio would be most grateful for any sug- 
gestions as to the best works to consult on this aspect 
of the subject and also for any assisteancee 





16 





BOOKS 











Tihuanacu, the Cradle of American Man, Vols. III, IV, by 
A. Posnansky. Ministry of Education, La Paz. 12s" x 10". 
275 pages. 158 plates. Post Free $21.00 or £74500. 


Parts I and II (in one volume) of Posnansky's mon- 
umental work on Tiahuanaco were published in 1945 by 
Je-Je-Augustin, Inc, New York. Now, after 12 years, 
through the efforts of Mrs.A.Posnansky and various 
friends and admirers, Parts III and IV, also in one 
volume, have been published by the Ministry of Education, 
La Paz, under the direction of Dr. M. Liendo Lazarte, 
Director of the National Museum of Tiahuanaco. 


As in Vol. I and II, the text is in Spanish and 
English in parallel columns. The English translation 
is by Mr. J.F. Shearer of Columbia University, New York. 
Part III, which takes up the greater part of the volume, 
deals mainly with the ceramics of Tiahuanaco, Part IV 
with the craniology of the regione Part III also in- 
cludes chapters on: "The Destruction of Tiahuanaco", 

"Is American Man a Native of America?" “The Antiquity 
of Mankind in America" and "The Origin of American Man". 


Of the 158 plates in the volume some 70 are in 
colour. 


Produced in Bolivia, this work is a very fine ex- 
ample of book-production which can compare favourably 
with that of any other country. Printed by the Don 
Bosco Press it is, as the then Minister of Education, 
Senor Fernando Diez de Medina, points out in his intro- 
duction, “a very praiseworthy technical effort which 
will contribute to the prestige of the Bolivian typo- 
graphical industry." One's only criticism is that the 
English translation does not appear to have been cor- 
rected at proof stage by some competent person = 
spelling mistakes are all too frequent. 
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Whatever one's views may be regarding Posnansky's 
theories on Tiahuanaco, this work is invaluable for the 
study of the ceramics of that culture, particularly in 
this country where examples are none too frequently to 
be seen in our museums. PA. 


The Catastrophe Theory of Raymond Bachelard 





In 1955 M.Raymond Bachelard of Uzes, France, pub= 
lished a booklet entitled: "Le Vrai Visage de la Terre". 
Although I must have received a copy a couple of years 
ago I never seem to have had the time to really get 
down to making a detailed study of it, although a note 
about it was put in Atlantis. 


M.Bachelard attributes the end of the Tertiary era 
to a collision between the Earth and an ‘Object’, 
largely composed of ferro-nickel which penetrated the 
crust of what is now the Pacific Ocean. 


This is an interesting variation as instead of 
assuming that our Moon came from the Pacific Ocean it 
Supposes that a moon, of some kind, went down there. 

But, unfortunately, M.eBachelard does not give any indica- 
tion of where it came from, how it managed to get there, 
or even the angle of incidence. 


Is this supposed to be the ferro-nickel core of a 
satellite which came within Roche's Limit or is a large 
asteroid? Lacking this information it is hard to assess 
the value of M.Bachelard's ideas. Many people are con- 
sidering the possibility of some kind of a cosmic dis- 
aster having brought to an end the various eras of 
geology, but most of them go into far more mathematical 
and other detail than he has in the present work. 
Possibly M.Bachelard has a larger and more serious 
technical publication on the matter up his sleeve. If 
so I should welcome the possibility of seeing it. 
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Benoit's Atlantide now an opera 


After several postponements L'Atlantide by Pierre 
Benoit has been turned into an opera, only forty years 
after it was written which is quite good, all things 
considered. 

L'Atlantide, which has been murdered in some of 
the worst films ever produced in the history of cinema- 
tography, has now been set to music by Henri Tomasi. 
The production was beset by difficulties, culminating 
in the walking out of Ludmilla Tchernina who was to 
have played Antinea, and the resignation of Serge Lifar. 
The musical correspondent of the London “Times” did not 
seem unduly impressed with the lyrics or the score, 
although giving grudging admiration to the decor. It 
is hoped in the near future to have the opportunity of 
hearing it, at least on a gramophone record. The title 
role was played by Mlle. Claude Bessy. 

The musicology of Atlantis has grown surprisingly 
in the last few years. Beginning with "La Suite 
Atlante" which emenated from our friend M.Guiraud of 
Tunis, the forthcoming opera in Spain on Verdegeuers 
"Atlantida", end the possible production in Hollywood 
by Warner Brothers of Sir Gerald Hargraves "Atlanta", 
(a musical play published just after the Second World 
War of which I am still trying to obtain a copy). 

Benoit’s work brings the total to four. Perhaps 
some reader can add to this list? 





| MAELDUNE, ST. BRENDAN AND OTHERS 








As we go to press we learn that e certain Mr.Geoffrey 
Ashe, intends to emulate St.Brendan and other early Celtic 
explorers by sailing to America in a primitive carly boat, 
a curragh. 

Leaving aside the question whether St.Brendan is 
not # variant of Bran, the famous voyager of Celtic myth- 
Ology, in that most of the early Irish saints are mercly 
the pre Christian heroes transformed, and none the worse 
for that, there would not sccm to be any scrious dispute 
that the Irish were among the carlicst Europeans to sail 
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to the Americas, although some authorities consider that 
the Welsh got there first. 

On another page we have referred to the voyage of 
the Argonauts, using the trade routes of the Minoan 
traders and their predecessors. In the same manner not 
only Bran, Conla, Olsin, Cormac, Tadg, but-Maeidune: and 
many others followed the ancient trading routes to: the 
Americas, possibly via Iceland, Greenland and direct,-‘or 
via the Azores and the Caribbean. The Azores were “known 
to sailors and described and named long before the-first 
official discoverers arrived. It was on Corvo ‘that 
Podolin reported his famous find of Carthaginian coins. 

When Columbus set sail for America he was not taking 
a chance, he had before him the experiénces of . sailors 
and traders who for literally thousands of years: had been 
following the same route. The Azores were discovered in 
the 15th Century, the story of Maecldune goes: back cert— 
ainly to the year AD.1100, the date of the Book of the 
Dun Cow in which it is found. Rendel Harris points. out 
that in Joyce's "Old Celtic Romances", in which the story 
of Maeldune is given, he says: “As soon as it was light 
they saw land and made towards it. While they were cast- 
ing lots to know who should go and explore the country 
they saw great flocks of ants coming down to the: beach, 
each as large as a foal." That may sound stupid and 
meaningless, but Dr.Jules Mees in his “Histoire de la 
Decouverte des isles Acores".says: “Among the groups form- 
ing the islands, the first, situated at the extremity of 
the archipelago, only includes the islands of Santa Maria 
and San Miguel, preceded by that mass of rocks known: as 
the Formigas (Ants.). In the same way the Carthaginian 
occupation of the Azores is confirmed by Maeldunds des- 
cription of a horse race on Corvo, where, according to 
Humbolt, a large statue of a horse was discovered, and 
destroyed while being transported to Portugal for King 
Emmanuel in 1587. 

For those interested an illustrated description of 
the Carthaginian coins discovered by Podolin in 1778, was 
published in the Gothenberg: "Wetenskaps og Witterheits 
Sammler" for 1778. There were nine coins, of which eight 
had horses on them. The date is that of the third century 


continued on page 7. 
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